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ARABIC LANGYy
AMPACT 1 ASSAMESE: AGy

o Mahbubur Rahman'

,nm,ducﬂon: .
The Arabs, Arabic language, Islam and itg Pro

(SAS) 8t inscpamb.le. The lslar.nic culture had qumip:;‘ M hy
jmpact on the sognoculmml life of the Muslimg i anj
worthwhile t© mention that spread of Islam in Assiiii'a Assa, W
century onwards. Muslims‘arrivcd and settled i d_‘"aned from
different stages of history. Similarly the conversions o ls:mm k
various point of times. The newly settled Muslims (13th 1:':.
Turk, Afghan, Arabic, Persian and other backgrouns, min l§ :
pewly converted Muslims, and Non-Muslims paveq thc&\l\'.\gwuh&
enhancement of language, polity, economy and society of A::;uiu&
Jocal languages and dialects became filled with new words used h
adventurer. Both Assamese and Bengali languages are full of Aml::::
Persian words. So Muslims added new dimension to Assam, yha =
new community develops certain trends and cultural diversites in
society and polity of that land, which in tumn enrich the existing one.

14
hAD)g

Besides these as a language of the Holy Qur'an, Arbic st
a very special status and supplied the needed vocabulary of its theshy
to hundreds of millions of people, who embraced Istam in different £
of the world. Historically, for theological concepls, Assamese el
upon Arabic as English remained dependent upon Latin and Gret i€

d
i )]
o  Mahbubur Rahman is a Ph. D. Rescarch Scholar in e gt

Arabic, Assam University, Silchar.

and its related concepts. As a result of socio-cul
0 Jinguistic amalgamation of Arabic and Assamese, th
¢ Ambic words into Assamese vocabulary got accelerated.
a0 amese is 1oL thc_o.nl)( \a.nguagc which absorbed a large
¢ words of Arabic on'gm in its lcxlc?n. The other languages

! in the Indian sub-continent also received and retain a good

en . A
s‘s:“:w of words and phrases in both religious and non-refigious domains
I

in ‘hcir VOCﬂhUlarY‘

{n addition to this, the contribution of Muslim invaders and
spiritua! scholars includifg Pirs, Faqirs, Awliyas were remarkable one.
They cstablished  Masjids, M:drassa, Khanqahs and Dargahs in
introducing and teaching Arabic.” Among them, one of the most familiar
persons Was Hazrat Shah Miran, popularly known as Azan Fagir. His
contributions of devotional song as many as Eight Scores® were mixed
with a large number of Arabic and Persian words. His songs, Zikir and
Zari have been appreciated by all sects of people in Assam irrespective
of cast and religion. Mention may also be made here that the relation of
Muglim Pirs and Fagir with the Vaisnava propagators and poets of
Assam was very closer. A large number of Arabic Persian words were
commonly used by the Faqirs and other people that some of the Vasinava
poets, writers (and propagators) also adopted and applied a number of
words in their Assamese poems.”

There are many words which form anintegral past of every-day
speech. These loanwords of Arabic origin employed in the every-day
vocabulary indicate their presence in almost all walks of life. The
following is a considerable sample of loanwords of Arzbic origin used in
different socio-cultural domains. The listing of these wonds has been
done with a view to providing a broad idea of the extent of borowing

 Dr. Bakshi H A Ahmed, Arabic Language: It's Impact on Assamee

Language and Literature, (New Delhi: Adam Publisher & Dis
2013) pp. 32- 45.
Syed Abdul Malik, Azan Fakir Aru Surisa Zikir, p 19
Bakshi 1 A Ahmed, Ibid, P-45.

Dr. Bakshi 11 A Ahmed, Ibid, p-45:
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Abstract

Histarical novels enacted an important rele at the early stage of Arabic

novel. This important fiteral component had completely ebtained from the

Western novel and literature. Najib Mahfouz the outstanding figure of

Arabic literature whose works describe the life of man in relation to
society. Paloce Walk, the celebrated nevel of Najib Mahfouz discusses the

social, political, historical and cultwral conditions of the 20% century
Egyptian society. The author closely observes the people of his nation
whose life styles are completely different to the faith they acknowledge.
His observation reached to the Individual, family and the nation as a
whole. His novel alsc dezle with the poverty, hunger, caste politics, inter-
racial relations, tradition and modernity, and changing values of the
modern civilization. While these are the various ingredients we find in
Najib Mahfouz's novel Poluce Volk, the present paper airms to explore the

main elements i.e. historical elements,
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Najib Mahfouz’s Bain al-Qasrain: The
Portrayal of Islamic Ethics

Dr. Mahbubur Rahman

Najib Mahfouz (1911-2006), the Lgyptian novelist and the
Nobel Prize winner for litcrature in 1988 contributed a huge
pumber of works in the field of Arabic literature. Most of his
works depict thie life of man in relation to society. Bain al-Qasrain,
(Palace walk) the most celebrated novel and the first volume of
al-Thulathiyya (The Trilogy), is no exception. This very novel
1akes place in Cairo during and just after World War-{ and it
reflects the period in which it is set. The author minutely observes
the people of his nation including an individual, family and_ the
pation as a whole. His novel depicts the poverty, hunger, tensions
caste politics, inter-racial relations, tradition and
modernity, and changing values of the madern civilization. Apart
from these various ingredients Najib Mahfouz's has also portrayed
{slamic ethics in an atractive way like- description of prayer,
fespects 10 parents as well as elder person etc. . )
An attempt has been made here to discuss the Islamic ethics
in different spheres of human life.

and pretensions,

Tutraduction X
Najib Mahiouz is an outstanding figure m the realm of Arabic

| iterature. No other writer of the Arab world has attracted the
attention of such a wide range of readers and critics as Najib
Mahfour. I the ust two decades there has been a spate of books
and anicles on him inalmost all the major languages of the world
including Loglish, Russian and French, His imprint of genius
and literary talents teace out in his novel, The novels of Najib
Mahfouz fill with rich emotionalism and at the same time a

Dr. Mahbubur Rahman 33

realistic portrayal of the poor and middle class people’s common
family problems such as polygamy. the marriage of young girls
to old men, adultery, drunkenness, and the compelling by faw of
a wife to remain in the home of 2 husband she haws. [n fact his
novels are a microcosm of Egypt. Muhfouz is very shocked by
this type of socictal decadence, creates awareness against the
same. In this regard he rightly holds the view believing that
“literature should be more revolutionary than revelution
themselves” and that writers must find the means 1o continue 10
be critical of the negative elements in the sociopolitical realin.”
Bain al-Qasrain, the most celebrated novel and the first
volume of al-Thulathiyya (The Trilogy), covers the period from
1917 to the outbreak of the Egyptian nationalist revolution led
by Sa'd Zaghlul against the British authorities in 1919, This very
novel takes place in Cairo during and just after World War-I and
it reflects the period in which it is set. One of the eminent writers
rightly hold the view that “no writer can escape the influences of
his environment- social, cultural, political and inteHectual. every
writer is a product of the age in which he is born and bred, and in
which he works and creates.” Najib Mahfouz is no exception.
Before independence many social changes gradually took place
in Egypt and it had profound influence on Mahfouz. After all. in
Cairo at the turn of the century traditions were intractable, social
reforms unheard of and male dominance unquestioned. Mahiouz
records all the changes in his novel Bain al-Qasrain. He also
records the changes in the status of women for example. the
changing relationship between fathers and sons, the changes in
tastes and styles, and so on.

This novel (Bain al-Qasrain) begins with a detailed account
ofthe family of u middle aged merchant, Ahmad Abd al-Jawwad.
his wife Amina their two sons- Fahmi and Kakmal, aged 18 and
12 respectively, and two daughters- Khadija aged 20 and Aisha.
16, as well as his son by a previous marriage Yasin (in his carly
twenties), whose mother was divorced before he was born.
Mahfouz beautifully sketches the physical and spiritual traits ol
the Sayyid’s family, which are reflected in their actions. Amina
is forty years old, of medium height and slender build. Wisp of
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Renaissance of Arabic Literature: A Brief Study
Dr. Mabbubur Rahman
Astt. Teacher
Acletoli Higgh Madrassa

Al-Nalwia Or rena - A.h” roct

1798. The Arab world seance started i Egypt after the lnvasion of Napoleon Bonaparie (n
develop and d got o drastic chunge in every aspect from this time.  Egypt began (o
Kidton' e f:’"’l"‘mm almost all the flelds. Napoleon Bopay brought with him 3o many
n d ’ﬂ?"":”"‘ﬁ;‘ alomy witly llwlr~ neo pripting presses. These French people started activities
ot b ] é)’f of Inanan bfe, the French occupation n Kypt did not last long. They left
h o 803, Afler that Muhammad Ali, the architect of the modern Egyptian life comibred

e developmenal aciivities of French. Afier the Napoleonic occupation of Egypt (1798-1501)
and e subsequent establishorent of a Western (nspired ruling dynasty wnder Mubhammad Al
Pasha. Egypt became the cemire of the modern Arabic literary renaissance where they
imported Arabic press, publication of newspapers and periodicals as well as the madernization
q_f educarion. These works played a vital role in the development of Arabic literature.
Koy words! Al-Nolda, Mubanmaod Al Didactic, Historicel, Artistic naovel

Introduction

The term al-Nakda means “awakeniog” of i ~. In the history of modem
Arabic literature it is known 25 a literary movement of Arabic literatre. 1t is difficult w0
ascertsin when @l-Nahda introduced because the Arabs give diffcrent views regarding its
sarting poim. F. Gabricli stated that it might be said that the Arab world, until then stll

pped in medieval slumber, was ) "hyﬂlemdofﬁenchfeetamundlhcbaseof
the Pyramids™ and P. Cachin compared the campaign with “a rock cast into a stagnant pond:
the changes thar have taken place in the past 150 years are the ripples and the upsurge of silt

Iting from this disturk »7 It is commonly belicved that al-Nahdosianed in Egypt after
the invasion of Napoleon Bonap n 1798,

From this time the Arob world wimessed a sea change in cvery aspect. Egypt began to
develop and prosperous almost all the (lelds. Napoleon's prime i jon was to spread out the
French empirc in the near east to weaken the power of the English there and to place an
obstacle on the path to British India. Napolcon h brought with him proups of scicatists,
technicians, engineers, doctors, literary figures cte. Besides these the French brought their own
printing press along with Arabic press, which is often regarded as the introduct of the
printing press in Egypt in general. These French people started activities in different ficlds of
buman life. The French established military schools, publishing houses, J Is ete in Egypt.
The French occupation in Egypt did not last Jeng. In 1803 they left Egypt in & state of chaos in
which an Ottoman amy man named Muhammad Ali Pasha established himsell as an
independent ruler in Egypt in 1805 His reign lnsted till 1848 and created a dynasty which ruled
the country until its Inst descendant king Farouk.

Muh d Al is idered as the architest of the modem Egyptian life who

d the develop | activities of French, He not only confinued the workshop of
Napoleon but also started many developmental works in Egypt. Like Napoleon he wanted to
become a great ruler and therefore he blished military schools und lated burcau in
different pans of Egypt. He imported not only Western Technicians and military advisors, but
also Westen forms of cducation and sent maay Egyptian students in French (o get higher
education and expert in the field of army, translation, literature, history etc, He set up a number
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